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they leave nets in the sea for about four hours, or else drop long
flexible lines with many hooks attached, with which they catch
all the fish they need; but the lines cannot be let down for long
in the water, since immediately fish of all kinds, large and small,
swallow the hooks: pagros, which in Venetia you call alberi,
Albori      coru^ ^ onero^ which is a larger fish than pagri, very fat, and
(tie).        dark in colour. When they are caught, they are slit along the
Oneros     backbone and salted, and they make a very substantial food for
*??**       sailors. On this voyage one sees an enormous number of fish
(sic) other called tiburoni, which are very large, like tunny, and have two
kinds of    rows of extremely sharp teeth. Greedy for food, they always
^'        follow every ship they see, swallowing everything that is thrown
overboard; and for this reason they are easy to catch. But we
Portoghesi do not allow them to be caught, although they taste
good; as we believe that they are poisonous; although all the
Castilian sailors on voyages to the terra firma of the West Indies
catch and eat them. If the ships do not run into calm weather by
way of the river dell'oro, they go along the coast towards Capo
Bianco, to seek calm seas, and from there as far as Argin [Ar-
guim]. One thing which it is useful to know is that the whole
coast of Africa, starting from Capo del Boiador, that is, Capo
della Volta (because those who sail to the islands of Canarie
reach this cape of Africa, in 25! degrees, on their return, and
turn back) is all low lying and barren as far as Capo Bianco, the
position of which is 20^ degrees. They continue as far as Argin,
where there is a large port, and a castle belonging to our king,
with a population ruled over by one of his governors. This
Argin is inhabited by Mori [Moors] and negroes, and the
frontier dividing Berberia and the negro country is at this point.
The island of San Jacobo [Santiago], and the great city called
Ribera1.
But to return to our voyage. From the island of Sal, we went
to the island of San Jacobo, or Capoverde. This is 15 degrees
1 This reference to the 'city* of Ribeira Grande is one of the inherent pieces
of evidence enabling a date to be given to this description. Ribeira Grande,
as explained above, was given the status of a city in 1533, and we may there-
fore presume that the author of this description began to write after this
year.